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Queer Yeshiva at Limmud 5783

This is the first part of our sentence. It introduces which of our Sages are speaking, and the topic they are speaking on. In this case, who has the right to sit on the Sanhedrin [a Jewish judicial court] and therefore rule on life-and-death cases. We have put our translation down below.

אָמַר רַב יְהוּדָה אָמַר רַב אֵין מוֹשִׁיבִין בְּסַנְהֶדְרִין אֶלָא מִי שְׁיוֹדֵעַ 

Rav Yehuda said that Rav said: ׳they [judges] shall not sit in the Sanhedrin unless they know…’ 

Translate this section as best you can. Find all the meanings  of every word. 
לְטַהֵר אֶת הַשֶּרֶץ מִן הַתּוֹרָה


First word: לְטַהֵר


[image: ]
 Preposition: to, for – לְ 
Second word: אֶת
This is a word we don’t have an English equivalent for - it is used to indicate that the next word is the direct object of the sentence, i.e.  the thing the verb is happening to.
Third word: הַשֶּרֶץ 
[image: ]
הַ – the definite article [the]
Fourth word: מִן
[image: ]
Fifth word: הַתּוֹרָה[image: ]
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הַ – the definite article [the]
But what does Torah actually mean? All Hebrew words are built from a root which holds the various meanings of all the nouns and verbs that are made from it. The root for תּוֹרָה is ירה:
[image: ]
The תּ at the beginning is a feminine noun-ifier.

Kra for Sanhedrin 17a/b
	Leviticus 11:29–31
	ויקרא יא:כט–לא

	29 The following shall be unclean for you from among the things that swarm on the earth: the mole, the mouse, and great lizards of every variety; 30 the gecko, the land crocodile, the lizard, the sand lizard, and the chameleon. 31 Those are for you the unclean among all the swarming things; whoever touches them when they are dead shall be unclean until evening.
	כט וְזֶה לָכֶם הַטָּמֵא בַּשֶּׁרֶץ הַשֹּׁרֵץ עַל־הָאָרֶץ הַחֹלֶד וְהָעַכְבָּר וְהַצָּב לְמִינֵהוּ׃ ל וְהָאֲנָקָה וְהַכֹּחַ וְהַלְּטָאָה וְהַחֹמֶט וְהַתִּנְשָׁמֶת׃ לא אֵלֶּה הַטְּמֵאִים לָכֶם בְּכָל־הַשָּׁרֶץ כָּל־הַנֹּגֵעַ בָּהֶם בְּמֹתָם יִטְמָא עַד־הָעָרֶב׃
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London, Luzac, 1903

Gen. R.s. 9, a. fr. TR "1 %W in7in2 in R. Meirs (annotated) copy of the
Law. Y. Bicc. III, 65¢ bot. 112192 n72wW 'ni1 PR the Torah does not rise
before her son, i.e. he that is engaged in the study of the Law need not
rise when a scholar passes. Sot. 47° '21 M ‘N the Law goes around
begging for students.—2an32w 'n, 719 Y¥aw 'n, v. ap3.—'N 79O, v. 190.
—2170 MR, v. 135.—PL. DR, Sabb. 31+ 037 ¥ 'N M3 how many laws
have you? Sot. L. c.'n>nw> 7m0 PwyD ... 127 differences increased in
Israel, and the Law became like two laws; a. e.—2) definition,
dexigntltion; character, nature. Bets. 105 9% *93 DN R'RT because it
bears the denomination of an utensil (v. 1xin). B. Mets. 622 N7p5 N N2
79 RN it came into his possession as a trust; ib. 62° *’2T NN as a
sold object. Kidd. 50° PY1TP NMN? 1’12 XY he had not come down to

any form of betrothal (had not done anything to intimate his intention

of betrothal); a. fr.
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», 17 (b. h.; cmp. * 8 1) to permeate, penetrate; to shoot forth.
I p- 8 4
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T 17U vb. be clean, pure (Arabic ek, ek id; NH id., Pi. make or

declare ceremonially clean; Aramaic V3V emptiness, RV brightness; Sab.
97w Hal ®82; Ethiopic AMU L, +MUL purify, wash oneself with water)
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P m. (b. h.; Shaf. of v11) moving creature, esp. unclean reptile. Tosef.
Taan. I, 8 '2117°2 "W 87 X if 2 man has a reptile in his hand, he cannot
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e 10 (b. h.) from, of; more (or less) than. Ab. Zar. 182 Y W 1 from
heaven they will have mercy (on me), i.e. I trust in God. Sabb. 21°
PATANT 12 PATANT v. 915, —N2NA 12, v. ana; ANNT I, v agmn.—
Tem. 28+ ') X777 7110727 12 ‘of the cattle’ (Lev. 1, 2) intimates the
exclusion of &c.; a. v. fr—Prefix =n, =», "1, =» q. v.—p10, Pun, 2ro (=
b. h. pn, v. 18) whence?, whence is it proven’—Yoma 322 '21 WnM? "N
whence is derived the regulation about five immersions &c.? Ib. 230 '™
'21 71920 and whence is the rule derived that each immersion requires
&c.? Ib. 44* "M ... X?X "2 PX this would prove to me only in favor of ...,

Wlle[lCC dO you derive [hat [116 same applies to .. >, a. v. fI'.

12, PR ch. same. Targ. Gen. I, 2; a. v. fr—With suffixes of pers. pron.
1m, on from me; P, on from thee; 0, »n from him, it &c. Ib. XXII,
17 Th TIT 242 f+  V Bae II =2 har =907 1= 394 4 uhore he had come hd
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London, Luzac, 1903

e minf (b. h; av) 1) reaching, law, esp. 'n(n) the Law of Moses,
Pentateuch; in gen. the Jewish law, Religion. Ber. 5+ (ref. to Ex. XXIV, 12)
'51 Xpn 1 'N torah means the Pentateuch, ‘and the mitsvah’ means the
Mishnah, ‘which I have written’ means the Phrophets and Hagiographa
&c. Ib. '21'n2 pown 93 he that is engaged in the study of the Law &c.,
v. 972. Ib. 62 'n 171 °n1 ®r7 holding court is also considered a religious
act, opp. Rn9Ya XRYY mere preservation of peace. Ib. 312 mgn m'nn
91 where is the Law, and where the good deeds, that they may save us?
Pes. 87> 'N NWH7 aNWH 21pW because their (the Babylonians’) language
comes near the language of the Torah. Meg. 37, a. fr. 'n 717N (abbrev.
n"n) the study of the Law. Ned. 81 'n R¥N 2Anw ... 1717 take heed of
the children of the poor, for from them the Law goes forth; a. v. fr—
Gen. R.s. 9, a. fr. TR "1 %W in7in2 in R. Meirs (annotated) copy of the
Law. Y. Bicc. III, 65¢ bot. 112192 n72wW 'ni1 PR the Torah does not rise
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